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FOURTH CENTURY FASHIONS LIVE ON IN TODAY’S DESIGNS

Designers can trace back modern day fashions to fourth century fabrics, at the Yorkshire Museum’s major international exhibition, “Constantine the Great - York’s Roman Emperor”.

The popularity of pattern and bold colours, particularly in home furnishings, goes back 1700 years to the accession of Constantine the Great in the year 306. The stability and prosperity that he brought heralded a period of artistic and cultural revival across the Roman empire, when vibrant colours and abstract designs began to be increasingly exploited.  

The Yorkshire Museum’s exhibition brings together more than 270 beautiful and fascinating objects and works of art of the period from 36 different museums and private collections across the UK and Europe.  The textiles on display include vivid red, blue and green cushion and bed covers, the image of the Annunciation on a linen curtain and wall hangings showing Adonis and Venus in tapestry weave; all of which are astonishingly well-preserved and illustrate a new taste for colour in fourth century décor and furnishings.

The furnishings exhibited also point to a rapid evolution in design under Constantine’s rule.  Geometric patterns came to the fore in the first half of the fourth century as weavers began to experiment with new ideas.  Cushion and mattress covers from the fourth century reveal the popularity of repeated designs, inspired in part by textile imports from the East.  A particular weave, known in antiquity by the Greek term polymita, was the first with mechanically repeating designs to have been developed in the western world.  

The Roman Empire’s links with India through trade influenced techniques for decorating textiles as well as tastes in design.  The Indian method of resist-dying, whereby a design would be painted on a piece of fabric and afterwards dyed blue or red, became a popular technique for decorating textiles in the West.  The brightly coloured fabrics that resulted from such dying were transported across the empire, perhaps decorating homes as far away as Britain.  

“Constantine the Great - York's Roman Emperor” opens on March 31 and is expected to become one of the UK's 'must see' exhibitions for 2006. 
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1. Constantine The Great – York’s Roman Emperor has been supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Shepherd Building Group, The Foyle Foundation, the Henry Moore Foundation, the British Museum Dorset Foundation, the Joseph Rowntree Trust and Constantine.
CONT…

2. The exhibition will be supported a highly illustrated catalogue , Constantine The Great – York’s Roman Emperor, published by Lund Humphries, in association with York Museums Trust.

3. Constantine and the Late Roman World, a three-day international conference, organised jointly by York Museums Trust and the Departments of History and History of Art at the University of York, will take place between 17 and 20 July, 2006, at the Yorkshire Museum.

4. The Yorkshire Museum, York, houses some of the richest archaeological collections in Europe.  Its Roman collection is mainly from the 1st to the 3rd centuries and highlights include tombstones, grave goods, cult objects, mosaics, jet jewellery and stone sculpture.

5. The museum is set in ten acres of botanical gardens, The Museum Gardens, which also house the Multangular Tower, originally a Roman tower at the west corner of the legionary fortress. The facing stones in the lower half of the tower are Roman and the larger stones in the upper half are from the medieval period.

6. The Yorkshire Museum opens from 10am to 5pm daily. Admission is £5.50 for adults, £4.50 for concessions and £2.50 for children, and is free to under-fives and to York residents with a York card.

For more visitor information, telephone 01904 687687 or visit www.constantinethegreat.org.uk
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